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I’d Rather Have Jesus...   
 

Hebrews 11:24  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh's daughter. 

 

– Because of the actions of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses was given the opportunity of living a 

royal life as the Prince of Egypt. His position in Pharaoh’s House provided him all of the things 

that most men desire to have in this life. Moses had popularity, prestige, and power, but 

something was still lacking and unsettled in Moses’s life. A seed of faith had been planted in his 

heart by his Hebrew mother Jochebed at an early age. By God’s providence she was at the right 

place at the right time to be chosen to nurse her own son while he lived in the House of Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh’s daughter named her adopted son Moses because the name means “drawn out.” She 

drew him up out of the water of the Nile River, but it was God that drew him out of Egypt.  

        

– As Moses came into his adult years, he came to a pivotal crossroad in his life that demanded a 

decision. He had to decide whether he preferred the permanent riches of Christ over the 

temporary pleasures offered by Egypt. Colossians 3:1-2 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 

those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on 

things above, not on things on the earth.” Moses knew that the reward that lied ahead was far 

greater than anything he had experienced in Egypt. Moses decided to change the direction of his 

life; there was no turning back. He had a forward vision that looked past the visible to the One 

that is invisible.  

 

– Most of you will recognize the name George Beverly Shea from his long singing career with 

the Billy Graham Crusades. Prior to all of that, his mother was concerned about the secular 

direction her young son’s life was heading. George was a highly trained and sought after 

musician and singer who was offered a promising career with NBC. One day George came home 

to find a poem his mother had placed on his piano bench written by Rhea. F. Miller. The poem 

was entitled, “I’d Rather Have Jesus.” George read through the poem and became inspired to add 

music to it. As he sang through the song his mother was moved to tears. Soon after writing the 

music to this popular song George Beverly Shea decided that he too would rather have Jesus. 

“I’d Rather Have Jesus” became his signature song. A song he sang for over 50 years that 

brought millions of souls to know Christ through the crusades.  

 

Love and prayers.... 

Pastor Randy J. Skeens 
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LOVING GOD, LOVING EACH OTHER 

 

Sister Dorothy Counts took membership at Central United Baptist 

Church on April 8, 1979.  She is one of kind, always helpful, always 

praying and a devoted Christian. 

 

Sister Dorothy has lost many of her loved ones, her husband, 

daughter and many brothers and sisters in Christ.  The one thing 

that you will always hear her say is, “To keep on, keeping on.”  

Through many trials she has always kept her faith.  Her total trust is 

in the Lord.   

 

My beloved Brian and Sister Dorothy had a relationship of pure love.  

He sat with her on what many have said is “Widow Row”.  Brian 

loved it, he always had Sister Dorothy.  Not only did Brian know Sister Dorothy’s love, but 

all that sat with her and around her; especially our deceased brother and sister, Wally and 

Beulah Williamson and Sister Carol Moore.   

 

Her life is dedicated to the many jobs she helps with at our church.  If you have eaten at the 

Youth Spaghetti Dinner Benefits, Sister Dorothy is credited for making the spaghetti sauce.  

For many years she has devoted her time to be a part of the kitchen crew for Vacation 

Bible School.    

 

She is full of laughter and always tries to make everyone feel better with her smile, 

generous giving and quick wit.  Many things she shared with Brian.  Have you ever known 

of a woman driving a large U-Haul Truck?  Sister Dorothy did.  She stunned Brian once 

when he wanted her to be a part of the Vacation Bible School Picture.  No words are 

needed, it was just the best joke ever.  Brian may have had struggles, but Sister Dorothy 

loved him like a mother.  We both have a laugh each time she does her pedicure.  Brian  

loved this and got in trouble many times for saying the color. 

 

       

 

(A memory that will always bring a smile to my face and to Sister 

Dorothy’s; sometimes through tears, but always with love.  It’s the little 

things that we do for each other that mean the most.) 

 

 

This is just the type of person Sister Dorothy is, never asking for anything for herself, just 

keeps giving to others.  If there is one thing that I may ask, please pray for Sister Dorothy 

and her family.  We all need prayer.  That’s one of the things we are called to do as 

Christians, pray for one another.  

 

Sometimes some members may seem very quiet and reserved, but once you get to know 

them you find sincere love and devotion for our Savior that is shared with all.   
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REMODELING AND 
IMPROVEMENTS TO CENTRAL 
UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

Have you noticed the improvements being made to our church?   

 

In the prior months new floors have been added to the Sunday School Rooms and 

Hallways. New lights were installed in the wing as well.  Recently, new outside doors were 

installed in both buildings.  These doors not only look nice, but add protection to our 

beautiful church.   

 

In the future, more projects have been discussed and will be implemented.  The sound 

room is going to become larger.  For the convenience of the members, new bathrooms will 

be added to the vestibule area.  A new ceiling and carpet is planned for the sanctuary. 

 

Your tithes and offerings are aiding in these improvements.  The church has many 

expenses and remodeling has to be added into the budget.  The Central United Baptist 

Church has always been a beautiful building, both inside and out.  We, the congregation, 

are the most important part; each person is added to the cornerstone which is our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  Let’s all help as much as we can with the enhancements to the 

building.     

 

 

This is God’s house.   
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Our deepest sympathies we extend to Rexford Keith Curry’s family.   

 

Brother Rex was a former member of the Central United Baptist 

Church.  He had moved his membership to 14 Whitman Freewill 

Baptist Church in the prior years.  

 

 

 

During a Christmas Program at Central United Baptist 

Church, Brother Rex raised his hand in praise for his 

Lord and Savior.  His grandson, Erick, did as well.   

 

This photograph is priceless because Brother Rex was a 

servant of God.  His life is an example of the scripture 

Matthew 5:6 Let your light so shine before men, that 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.   

 

Brother Rex was a quiet, gentle soul.  His love for the Lord and his family speaks volumes.   

 

To our Sister, Donetta Curry, we love you and are here for you and your family.  We will 

continue to pray for you.  Hold on to your faith in the Lord for we have the assurance of 

seeing our loved ones again in Heaven. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Pastor Randy & Sister Sharon Skeens, The Church, Our Nation, The President,  The 

Tomblin Family, Kathy & Freddie Bradley, Eric Lusk, Ralph & Skip Bailey, Sam Cutlip, 

Juanita Evans, Takara Muncey, Earl Browning, Donsil Mullins, Rex Curry Family, 

Merritt Long, Freda White, Irene Furrow, The Ramey Family, Sharon  Adams, Earl 

Browning, Scott Jeffrey, Charlene Meade, Debra Thompson, Terri Huntley, Buddy 

Dempsey, Kristi Pritchard, Susie & Dewey Tackett, Elizabeth Browning, Angie Carter, 

Pauline Robertson, The Morris Family, Unspoken Request, Trevie Dwni, Taylor Barker, 

Myron Morrison, The Fortune Family, George & Sally Alkrie, Jimmy Trogdan,  

Our Military, Police and Firemen, Roberta Clark, Benny Bryant, All unsaved loved ones, 

the sick and afflicted, people in the nursing homes, the Shut-ins, those unable to attend 

church services and all unsaved that are watching our Church Services on Facebook – May 

they come to accept Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

  

Pastor Randy Skeens recently stated, “The power to save you is greater than the power to 

destroy you. 

 

Romans 5:20 – Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But where sin 

abounded, grace did much more abound: 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Continue to pray for the Covid 19 situation to improve and that we may resume our 

regular church services soon.  Pastor Randy will keep the church membership updated as 

information is available.  Remember our Sunday Services and Wednesday evening bible 

study is broadcasted via Facebook.  You can also listen to the worship services via radio on 

88.1 FM while parked on the church parking lot.  If you are comfortable in attending at the 

church, please be aware that we are social distancing; masks, gloves and hand sanitizer is 

provided. 

 

On Sunday, July 19, 2020 we had 52 people in attendance.  

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

8/1 Darren White   8/9 Cathy Adkins  8/17 Danny Maynard 

 Judy Vaughn   8/10 Ron Thompson 8/18 Perfido Mayo 

 Bonita Mullins  8/11 Larry Scott Deaner 8/20 Larry O’Bryan 

 Speedy Frye   8/13 Lana Brammer  Brittany Counts 

8/2 Judith Burnham   Phillip Bannister  Karla Biondi 

8/3 Janice Osborne   Jimmy Bayless 8/21 Jeremy Adams  

 Donna Adkins   Ashley Vaughn 8/22 Linda Bailey 

 Tina Hill   8/14 Jeff Hall  8/23 Tom Biondi 

8/4 April Bailey    Kim Carlton  8/24 Janet Doss 

8/6 Brian Ellis    Joseph Mowery  James “Mike” Worf 

 Deanna Ballard   James Trogden 8/29 Ralph Bailey 

 Darren Mowery  8/15 Isabella Chirico 8/30 Tammy Bailey 

8/7 Adalyn Spry   8/16 Millard “Bo” Ellis  Amanda Bannister 

      June Hensley   Jason Taylor 

         8/31 Scott Farmer 

          Corey Townsend 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 

8/4 Brad & Katie Roeher 

8/6 Greg & Kim Wooten 

8/9 Freddie & Kathy Bradley 

8/10 Kenny & Kristi Mullins 

8/16 Ben & Leslie Mounts 

8/19 Richard & Janice Osborne 

8/25 David & Darlene Welch 

8/31 Donald & Pam Queen 

Larry & Nancy Moore 



 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 
 

Emily Cox and Cody Croasmun 
will be joined in marriage on 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 

At 2:30 p.m. 
At Central United Baptist Church 

 
Everyone is welcome 

 

Cody is a critical care nurse at St. Mary’s.  

Emily is studying nursing at St. Mary’s School of Nursing.  

 The couple will reside in Charleston.  

 

Emily is the daughter of Brother Ed Cox and Sister Linda Cox.   
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